
Parents and Carers Get Together  
 
So, in case you did not know we have regular meetings for parents and carers. We have have two meetings a 
month. One at The Ashley School and the other in Beccles where, we use the Butterfly Children’s Centre as a     
venue. Both meetings start at 1pm and finish about 2.45pm. The meeting is very informal and friendly. It is a good 
opportunity to meet other parents and carers and ask questions about school. We also have visiting speakers join 

us from time to time speaking about a range of topics, which may be of interest.  
 

School Get Together meetings  
 
19th October, Thursday- Louise Holmes, Ashley transition support. Moving on, what is available after school? Work experience?   

Information about support available and the moving on process.  We also have Sophie Gower from Suffolk, parent and carer 
network visiting to tell us about this years annual SEND survey.  

 

16th November, Thursday- David from Leading Lives will join us to tell us about volunteer opportunities and services available to 
young people. 
 

11th December, Monday- Suzie Stephens from Suffolk Family Carers - speaking about how her organisation can support families in 
Suffolk.  

 

Beccles Get Together meetings  
 
24th November.  Friday – Hoping to have Topcats after school and holiday fun providers visit and share more about their services.  
 

26th January.  Friday –visitor to be announced.  
 
For more information contact; Sam Bover.  tel ; 07769937599. 

Waveney Youth Council  
 
Our three Waveney Youth Council members, Josh, Jack and Jackie, represented their school at the AGM of the Waveney Youth 
Council. They were part of the election of officers and a presentation to council members on the ‘Third River Crossing’ in Lowestoft 
as well as a Question and Answer session with MP Peter Aldous.  
Louise Holmes 

Outreach  
 
A busy half term for Outreach, with requests for after-school mainstream staff training  
sessions. Recent focus  has been on SEAL (social & emotional aspects of learning), dyspraxia and 
ASD. It is always good when these sessions generate lots of discussion and conversation  between 
staff members, together with the sharing of ideas and best-practice. School evaluations indicate 
that staff enjoy the mix of formal training alongside the  
opportunity to explore resources and question and answer 
sessions with our team. 
We continue to support our mainstream colleagues who 
attended the TALKABOUT CPD here at The Ashley School at 
the end of the Summer term; several of whom have already 
begun to deliver this programme in their mainstream 
setting. 
Julie Broxup 

     ***FREE OCTOBER HALF TERM ACTIVITIES*** Age 9-16 years** 1pm—3pm 
 

 Monday 23rd October @ Carlton Meadow Skate Park (off Lowestoft Road)  

 Wednesday 25th October @ Gunton Community Park (off Montgomery Avenue) 

 Friday 27th October @ Normanston Park 
 
As well as various sporting activities we also have a climbing wall on all 3 days! 
 
*Please visit our facebook page for further information and follow the ’sign up’ link to the parental consent 
forms which need to be signed by a parent/guardian* 
 

Contact Rachel Tucker:  rachel.tucker@eastsuffolk.gov.uk or  Tel:01502 523111 
 

Newsletter October 2017 
Welcome to The Ashley School Academy Trust October Newsletter. 

Visit our website at www.ashleyschool.co.uk  
Facebook: The Ashley-School Academy Trust or see   

https://www.facebook.com/The-Ashley-School-Academy-Trust-201492629958562/  
or Twitter: tas_ac or see  https://twitter.com/tas_ac 

Have your say! 
 
Want to let service providers know what it’s like to live in Suffolk and use 
the Special Educational Needs/Disabilities Services? Then please complete 
the survey and help providers understand how things are for you and your     
family.  
 

The Suffolk Parent Carer Network (SPCN) has launched its Annual Parent    
Carer Satisfaction Survey. The survey is aimed at parents and carers across 
Suffolk, who have children and young people aged 0-25 years with Special 
Education Needs and Disabilities (SEND). 
This is a great opportunity to help shape the provision of SEND services in 
Suffolk. 
 To take part in the survey visit: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/G5YJVV7 
 For more information visit: https://spcn.org.uk/ 
 The survey will run from 3rd to 31st October.  

Family Fun Bingo Evening 

 
Friday 17th November  
6.15pm for 6.30pm start 
 
We would like to invite you to join us for a fun evening for all the family.  
Everyone is welcome. We will be playing a few relaxed games of Bingo with some fun prizes. There will also be an open mic 
section during the evening when anyone is welcome to entertain us all with a family friendly act.  
Bring your own soft drinks. Nibbles and glasses will be provided.  
There is a small fee to cover costs, £3 each or £10 for a group of up to 5 people.  
If you would like to join us please send payment to school before Tuesday 14th November 2017. Thank you.  
More information contact; Sam Bover Tel:  07769937599. 

Pathways Evening  
 
Our Pathways Evening 
is on Wednesday 8th 
November at 6.30-8.  
 
This is an opportunity to discuss learning 
and support options available after leaving 
TASAT. We have a wide range of colleges 
and other learning providers attending as 
well as support agencies that could be 
useful now and in the future for our young 
people and their families.  
Louise Holmes 

Wow it’s October half term already, and what a busy first half term we have had … 

We have one of our highest Autumn 1 attendance figures to date at 94.5% THANKYOU for making sure your child is in school 

every day and for letting us know when there are appointments or if they are ill. 

We have had visitors this week, through Challenge Partners, who have spent three days in school observing learning. They have 

been extremely impressed with how hard pupils work and the progress they make. 

We hope that you enjoy reading about all the amazing learning experiences we have had this half term. 

Enjoy the half term break and remember that you can log into Lexia and Sumdog. 

https://www.facebook.com/The-Ashley-School-Academy-Trust-201492629958562/
https://twitter.com/tas_ac
http://suffolk.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5c2782ab1264cda5bb7f549a9&id=f12255111a&e=8f65c11f47
http://suffolk.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5c2782ab1264cda5bb7f549a9&id=99da04ec66&e=8f65c11f47
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiT6cOfqffWAhXGORoKHdJYD7oQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fsjcblogs.sanjac.edu%2Fthesanjacjourney%2Fcategory%2Funcategorized%2F&psig=AOvVaw16U8-47vvNjMOW3WnSj02w&ust=150


Independent Travel Training  
Some of our Key Stage 4 pupils are undertaking Independent Travel Training with careful 1:1 support from Travel Trainer Allison 
McCowen. Other Key Stage 4 pupils have been referred and are due to start learning to travel safely and independently soon. Allison 
will also be coming in to school after half term to deliver group training sessions to all Year 11 as part of their PSHE lessons. Allison will 
also be at our Pathways Evening. For more information please contact Louise Holmes at the school.  
 

Hoseasons  
This month some of our Year 11 enjoyed a ‘workplace’ visit to the Hoseasons office in Lowestoft. This is part of our ‘Employer           
Engagement’ plan that links our school up with local employers so that they can learn of the many skills that our young people can 
offer in the workplace. Pupils gain career ideas as well as learning about the ‘world of work’. Staff from Hoseasons are to visit TASAT 
next half term and we are looking forward to building on this partnership.  
 

Transition Ambassadors  
8 Key Stage 4 pupils have undergone training as part of the Transition Ambassadors Project. The project is organised by Waveney Youth 
Council, Waveney District Council and Lowestoft Rising and the training was delivered by Access Community Trust. The idea behind the 
project is to support new intake pupils as they enter a new environment so the Ambassadors receive training on communication, team-
work, trust and when to share information. Our Transition Ambassadors are hoping to support younger pupils at lunchtime and outings 
as well as at clubs.  
 

Louise Holmes 

 As part of our topic ‘Jobs People Do’ 
 

KS2 visited the fire station to find out about the work of fire fighters. We looked around the smoke room and used 
the fire hoses!  
Year 4 & 6 also had a visit from Mr Silom who is a police officer in Gorleston. The children got the opportunity to 
ask him questions about his job, look at his car and even try the breathalyser.  
Year 5 used Junk Modelling to create “Ashley town”, we created buildings ,vehicles and people and we introduced 
and filmed this using iPads.  
KS2 also went to St Margarets Church for the Harvest Festival. Many thanks for all your kind donations of food. 

 

KS3 have made a great start to the year and settled well into routines. Many pupils have achieved merits, achievement awards and     
goodie box already this term, which is great to see. 
9H will enjoy a reward of a non-uniform day on the 19th October for having achieved the most reward points as a class in the Key Stage 
this half term. 
Thank you to those parents and carers who were able to join us for the ‘Open Classrooms’ to see YR 7 and 8 teachers. We look forward to 
seeing year 9 parents after the half term. 
Rehearsals for our Christmas showcase are now underway, dates and times for this will be available soon.  
Year 7, 8 and 9 that have been learning about the differences between rural and urban locations in Geography this half term and        
completed a short field trip to complete a short survey in two different local locations. They thoroughly enjoyed the afternoon and made 
some very interesting observations. 
Mrs Simpson 

Term Dates - 

PD Day—Friday 20th October. There will be no Link or Residence on Thursday 19th October.  
Pupils return to school after the half term on Monday 30th October . 

Year 11 pupils were visited recently by the head chef from Ivy House Country Hotel, Keith Parton. Keith talked to the pupils 
about future career opportunities and answered their questions about life as a chef. He also showed them how to chop a     
pepper and he then whipped up a tasty pasta sauce for the pupils to try. The pupils enjoyed listening to his stories of cooking 
for famous people and asked him about his working hours, favourite dishes and how to get started in the industry. It was an 
enjoyable afternoon and really got pupils thinking about their futures.  

Mrs George and Mrs Holmes 

Useful Information 

 

 The Year 6, 9 & 11 Annual Reviews will be held after the October Half Term. Invites have been posted 
but if you are unsure of meeting date please contact the school.  

 17/11/17— Children in Need 

 07/12/17—Carol Service Rehearsal  

 08/12/17—Carol Service at St Margarets Church 

 13/12/17—Christmas Dinner 

 19/12/17—Break up for Christmas Holiday  

Speech & Language 

The Speech and Language team have been busy this half term, introducing the new Sensory Room to the pupils. This is our 
Discovery group exploring the new equipment. Within the room we are able to organise our sensory circuits and intensive 
Talkabout. We have already seen an increase in motivation, participation and progress and can’t wait to continue this with 
more pupils and staff. 
We’ve also had several smiLE groups visiting the local bakery, which has been a fantastic activity and experience for all. The 
final session and visit to the bakery will be the week after half term, where they can demonstrate how much they’ve learnt 
over the past few weeks. 

  


