
Speech and Language  

The speech and language team have had a great autumn term. Our new Speech and Language Therapist Michele and Speech and         
Language Assistant Kelly have both enjoyed starting sessions and getting to know pupils. 

 

All the children have enjoyed their sessions and been motivated in achieving 
their targets. Our speech and Language superstars for this term are Jade in 9B 
for fantastic progress in our functional skills group.  

We are also so proud of Maxi in 5L. He has developed his communication skills 
around the school which is fantastic to see. Well done both of you. 

Norfolk and North Suffolk Panathlon swimming gala 
 

Two teams of swimmers from across key stage 3 and 4 travelled to Norwich to The Hewitt School to take part in this annual gala. The two 
Ashley teams did extremely well, with this being the first time for some of the swimmers representing the school. 
The races were a mixture of individual races, relay races and some more problem solving type races where good teamwork was needed 
to win the challenge.  
The Ashley white hats had a great morning winning 1 race, coming 2nd in 10 of the 12 races and 1 3rd place.  
The Ashley red hats proved very strong and won 11 of the 12 races and coming 3rd in the other. 
Overall the white hats were runners up and the red hats were winners. Each team received medals, 
trophies and a swimming hat.  We are now waiting for a phone call from Panathlon to confirm that 
the red hats will be invited as winners to swim at the National finals at the Olympic swimming pool 
in 2016 against the other area winners! 
Both teams worked well as a team, swam very competently and were a credit to the school. Mr 
Godbold and Mrs Milton were delighted with their efforts and behaviour on the day and the other 
schools commented on how well behaved our youngsters were, so a very big well done to you all. 
Thanks to Mr Godbold and Mrs Tomlinson for getting the swimmers in such good competitive 
shape. 
Mrs J.  Milton. 

Tri Schools Gala –Thursday 19th November 
 

The Ashley School hosted the annual Tri Schools Primary gala/water polo competition. There was an Ashley team, a team from Roman 
Hill and St Margaret’s.   For many of competitors it was the first time they had represented their school and so there was a lot of           
excitement. 
The afternoon started with the 6 individual swimming races.  Ashley won 5 of these and was 2nd in the other. The races were finished with 
a 6x1 length relay which the Ashely team won. After the races Ashley were lying in 1st place with a 4 point lead. 
The afternoon finished with a round robin water Polo competition. Ashley drew their first game and won their second. Tom H was on 
target with his shooting and scored several goals.  
With the water polo and swimming points added up Ashley were the overall event winners.   
Well done to all the swimmers and to the KS4 Sports Leaders who scored, judged and were time 
keepers for the event and a special thank you to Bronwyn for giving up her afternoon to be the 
place judge. 
Thanks to Mr Godbold and Mrs Tomlinson for getting the teams in such good shape.     
Mrs J. Milton 

Well done to Charly in Year 9 for winning the Christmas card      

competition!  We will be selling the cards for 50p so if you would 

like to buy some for your friends and family please contact the 

office on 01502 565439 to make an order.  

Newsletter November 2015 
 

Welcome to The Ashley School Academy Trust  
November Newsletter. 

Visit our website at www.ashleyschool.co.uk  

Hi, I would like to introduce myself, my name is Sarah Parkes and I am the new school nurse for The   
Ashley School Academy Trust. I am very pleased to be able to work within the school with staff, pupils 
and parents/carers. This half term I have been getting to know the students and have spent time in 
some lessons and had lunch with everyone. I enjoyed visiting on Children in Need day, which was good 
to see all the       students enjoying themselves and help running different activities. After Christmas I will 
be working with the PFS team. We are working on setting up a parents/carers drop in, starting in        

January, more details below. If you have any concerns about your young person please Telephone: 01502 532056, there is as 
secure confidential    answer-phone, so please leave a message and contact number and I will return your call.  
 

Listed below are some of the areas I Can give confidential advice and support with.  
These include physical or emotional needs, relating to school or home problems. 

 
 Behaviour    
 Bedwetting 
 Sleep 
 Constipation/soiling 
 Family and relationships 
 

 Offer a confidential    
listening ear service  

 Refer onto other      
agencies as necessary  

Pupil and Family Support Team 
It’s great to see everyone hard at work in their lessons and achieving the best they can. Just a gentle reminder about keeping 
warm these next couple of months. As the days are getting cold and windy and the wet season approaches the Pupil and Family 
Support Team would like to remind everyone to bring their waterproof coats in for break time and lunch time. We don’t want 
people to catch colds and get ill in the run up to Christmas. Remember your hats, scarves and gloves on those icy mornings. 
Keep wrapped up warm.    

Parents and Carers Get together   
It’s been great to see some new faces, by having the alternative Monday/Thursday meetings. This month we had 
some useful Education Health Care Plan (EHCP) information from representatives of Suffolk Independent            
information Services. They are a free service and are able to support and give advice, you will have been sent a 
leaflet from school with contact details for this service.  

The next meeting will be 7th December, 1pm-2.30pm. Mrs Redrup will be joining us to talk about how to support your child 
with reading. It would be great to see you too. Thanks, Sam Bover.  

New Advice and Support Sessions for Parents and Carers  
Starting in the new year we will be offering a new kind of support. On the first Thursday of every month starting 
on the 7th of January from 1.15pm to 2.30pm the school nurse and PFS team will be holding an appointment 
based session for parents and carers to meet and discuss any concerns you may have with your child. Maybe 
you just need to talk over stuff with a listening ear. Or maybe you just don’t know what to do next. We will be 

able to offer some practical advice and or signpost you to getting the right help. To book an appointment please call the school 
office for available times and dates. Tel 565439.  If you are unable to make these times Sarah Parkes the school nurse or a    
member of the PFS team at school will be happy to speak with yourself at a more suitable time. Sam Bover, PFS team  

 Friendship issues 
 Health advice 
 Hygiene/head-lice 
 Self-harm  
 Emotional health and well-

being 



The Green Children  
 
In October KS3 were lucky enough to watch a performance of “The Green Children” by the Red Rose 
Theatre Company, specially written for pupils with special needs. It was a really tactile experience with 
falling snow, floating bubbles, different textures to feel, a spray of rain – pupils even sat on hay bales 
and grass to watch the play! 
The play celebrated the theme of everyone being different and being tolerant and kind to everyone. 
Pupils thoroughly enjoyed watching live theatre and performing in an interactive way with the actors.  

Chelsea’s Choice Performance by Alter Ego Theatre Group 
 
On Monday 16th November, pupils in Key Stage 4 and a small group from Key Stage 3 watched a powerful and disturbing performance of 
“Chelsea’s Choice”. The play was written to teach young people about child exploitation and grooming, and showed very clearly how a 
young girl becomes trapped in an unhealthy and abusive relationship. 
The performance was part of our PSHE programme, helping pupils understand how they can get into risky situations and how to keep 
safe. It is a difficult thing to raise our pupils’ awareness of dangers without making them over- cautious and worried. I am attaching an 
information sheet about organisations which can offer useful information and support about this difficult topic. 
 
Year 11 GCSE Maths 
 
In order to help our pupils prepare for GCSE Maths next summer, we are doing intensive work with our pupils on learning and using their 
tables. Please help your child practise their tables on a regular basis. A particularly useful website for this is “Hit The Button”, http://
www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button   
There are many aspects of the GCSE course which are really challenging unless pupils have a working knowledge of their tables. 
 
Congratulations to Key Stage 4 
 
We have several ongoing projects where pupils are showing an excellent attitude: 
Memory Box Project – Year 11 pupils working with elderly people at Broadlands Residential Home to find out about their memories and    
hobbies. Our pupils have been courteous and kind and their visits have been really appreciated. 
Our Transition ambassadors continue to work well with younger pupils in the school. 
Youth Takeover Day – Kieron, Liam.M, Cameron.S and Lewis.C represented the school at this event on Friday 20th November organised 
by Waveney Youth Council. They worked with pupils from mainstream schools to discuss the development of facilities for young people 
in the area. 
 

Alison Alder, PSHE and KS4 Leader 

KS2 have had an exciting half term.  Our celebrations topic has been enjoyed by everyone. 
We visited St Margaret’s church for Harvest Festival. We sang harvest songs with Mrs Delf. 
We visited the fire station , and the firefighters kindly brought a fire engine to school.  We took turns sitting in the fire engine.  The fire 
fighters joined us for PE, Maths and Music.  It was great having them sit with us for lunch. 
KS2 had a bonfire party in the hall, with lots of interesting things to eat and hot chocolate to drink.  We had a fabulous time. 
We have had fun making turkeys cakes and pumpkins for Thanksgiving, and clay pots for Divali. 
We are now busy getting ready for our Christmas production! 

Term Dates - 

Christmas - Pupils last day is Friday 18th December, we return to school on Tuesday 5th January. 
 

Attendance - 

A big well done to the following pupils who attained 95% to 100% attendance during last term! 

4P 

Megan 
Leo 
George 
Jan 
Maisie  

5L 

Kieran  
Eugene 
Liam 
Samuel 
Max 
Rhiannah 
Maxi 
Keelan 

6S 

Chelsey 
Courtney 
Luke 
Harrison 
Chloe 
Ben 
David 
Connor 

7B 

Rhys  
Alex 
Eden 
Chloe 
Matty 

8R 

Eleanor 
Harry C 
Harry D 
Joshua 
Eoin 
Leah 
Jackie 
Mia 

8S 

Rosie 
Samuel  
Taylor 
Joshua 
Connor 
Abigail 
Cerys  
Jack 
 

9B 

Aiden  
Shane 
Jordan 
Keeley 
Brandon 
Dylan 
Thomas  
Kacey  

9T 

Adam 
Jade 
Tommy 
Ewan 
Bubacar 
David 
Amee 
Mya 
Max  
Shannon 

10A 

Kyle 
Kieron 
Gary 
Michael 
Nicholas 

10Mc 

Adam 
John 
Crystal 
David 
Callam 
Samuel 
Lewis 

11H 

Daniel 
Liam E 
Liam F 
Mitchell 
Lewis 
Rebecca  
Michael 
Cameron 
Amber  

11M 

Dylan 
Lewis 
Luke 
Ines 
 

School Dinners 
 

We introduced our new Winter / Spring School Dinner 
menu after the October half term. 
All pupils were provided with a copy and it can also be 
found on our website:  
http://www.ashleyschool.co.uk/images/TAS_Menu_-
_v.01Lunch_-_Winter15-Spring16.pdf 

Wales Trip 2016 
 
We have some spaces still available for the 
residential Wales trip    taking place in May 
next year. If you would like more                
information or another copy of the leaflet 
please call the office or let your child’s   
teacher know.  

Children in Need 
 

As always, the children and staff at The Ashley School supported Children in Need on Friday 13th November. Pupils in KS3 and KS4 ran a 
wide range of fun games, stalls and activities, including a crossbar challenge, basketball challenge, nail painting, splat the rat, bring and 
buy and many other games. Mrs Milton ran some fun sporting activities suitable for all pupils and KS2 pupils and staff joined in the fun 
too. Mrs Brown’s food technology groups baked cakes and biscuits for sale and the ladies in the kitchen worked hard as always to produce 
a special Children in need lunch. 
The day went really well and everybody had an enjoyable time. The money collected through the day was counted in the office and I am 
delighted to announce that the total amount raised for Children in Need 2015 was a whopping £396.43, which will be winging its way to 
the charity’s headquarters. I would like to take this opportunity to thank everybody who supported this very worthy cause.  
Mr J McCallum 

e-Safety 
 

Being safe online is everyone’s responsibility so here is a quick reminder to be SMART when online:  
 

Safe       – keep safe by being careful not to give out personal information when you’re chatting or posting online. Personal           
information includes your email address, phone number and password.  

 

Meet     – meeting someone you have only been in touch with online can be dangerous. Only do so with your parent/carers’        
permission and even then only when they can be present. Remember online friends are still strangers even if you have been 
talking to them for a long time.  

 

Accepting – accepting emails, opening files, images or texts from people you don’t know or trust can lead to problems – they can 
contain viruses or nasty messages! 

 

Reliable – someone might lie about who they are and information on the internet may not be true. Always check information by 
looking at other websites, in books or with someone who knows. If you like chatting online it’s best to only chat to your real 
world friends and family.  

 

Tell – tell a parent, carer or trusted adult if someone, or something, makes you feel uncomfortable or worried, or if you or someone 
you know is being bullied online.  

 

http://www.ashleyschool.co.uk/images/TAS_Menu_-_v.01Lunch_-_Winter15-Spring16.pdf
http://www.ashleyschool.co.uk/images/TAS_Menu_-_v.01Lunch_-_Winter15-Spring16.pdf

