
Norwich City Football Club Aviva Ability Counts Grand Prix 2014-2015  
 
Round 1-Our 4 teams had a very good day with some superb football being played. The 
under 16’s A team came away  lying in 3rd place. The B team in 4th. The under 14’s had a 
fabulous day and are at the top of the table, whilst the girls won all their matches and are 
in 1st position. Top scorers were, Lewis Hurren 6, Cameron Saunders 7 and Amber Wells 8. 
All players are looking forward to the next round on February 12th. 
 
NCFC Coaching 
 
Following on from the GPL we are delighted to say that we have Coach Paul Banister in to do some football coaching on a Friday 
through to the end of January. He is working with year 8 in the morning, running a special Key Stage 2 lunch time club and then  
working with KS4 in the afternoon.  
The sessions are going very well and the youngsters are getting a great deal from his vast experience as a coach working with children 
with MLD. 
 
FA Skills Coaching 
 
We are also very lucky to have Matty Potter from the Suffolk FA Skills team in doing some coaching with the younger year groups. He 
is working with 6S and 2 talented children from year 5 and 7. He has been very impressed with the ability of the year 6 class.  
We hope that this coaching will give our youngsters a good grounding of the basic skills and team play which they can use at the   
under 12’s tournament in March. 
 

Badminton Smash Up 
 
On Friday 7th November we had Ben Freeman a Badminton  activator tutor in for the day to 
introduce Badminton Smash Up, a  new Badminton concept from badminton England which 
is played to upbeat music  and aims at trying to  engage more young people into playing. We 
were lucky enough to get £500 worth of equipment in return for starting up badminton 
smash up as a lunch time club and playing it in residence as an evening activity. Staff and  
pupils really enjoyed the day and we have already been using it in lessons and the lunch time 
club is up and running. 
 

 

Boccia England Young officials Award 

Paul Ashbridge a tutor from Boccia England delivered the Boccia England young officials 

award to the KS 4 Sports Leaders, Michael, Mitchell, Holly Durbidge a past pupil and Jean 

Cook form Leiston Boccia club. Everybody had a very good day, learnt a lot and became very 

confident in officiating. We are now looking forward to putting our skills into practice        

officiating at the Northern Area School Boccia competition in February. Well done everyone.   

Parents and Carers Get Together  

We have held a couple of meetings and are really pleased by the response from parents and carers. It’s 
been a good chance to meet other parents and carers, have a chat and swap ideas. There have been some 
really helpful discussions.  

In the New Year we would like to continue with the ‘Get together’, although it may be that the day and time change. Over the next 
few weeks there will be an opportunity to let us know what you would like from the ‘Get together’ as well as finding out the best 
day, and time for the majority of people.   

The next ‘Get together’ will be Thursday 15th January 2015 1.30pm-2.45pm. It would be great to see you there.  Please sign in at 
the main reception.  For more information please call school and ask for Sam Bover or speak to Juliet Lehair (Parent Governor).  

Remember! Wednesday the 17th is our Christmas school lunch, the theme is Christmas Jumpers, there will be a £1 donation for non-uniform and it all goes     
towards Save the Children.  

Newsletter December 2014 

Welcome to The Ashley School Academy Trust  
December Newsletter 

Well here we are, almost at the end of a very busy Autumn Term, and getting ready to celebrate Christmas. 

Please enjoy reading our newsletter and sharing in our many successes. We hope that you all have a joyful and safe   
Christmas holiday. 

Looking forward to seeing pupils back on Tuesday 6th January 2015 and hearing about all the fun they have had. 

We are also very pleased to welcome two new parents/carers to the team of Governors at our school. Juliet Lehair and 

David Payne are joining Torsten McKie who is already a Parent Governor.   All are very approachable, so do say hello.   

Ms Sally Garrett 

Outreach  

So far this term, the team have worked 

at 20 Primary schools including 2 new 

schools that have newly-referred     

children for support.  It is always good 

to work with new staff and meet new 

pupils.  Our resource library continues 

to expand and staff are welcomed to 

borrow on a short-term basis. 

Pupil & Family Support 

Since returning to school after the October half term pupils have been working even harder 
in the sessions provided by the Pupil and Family Support Team. Pupils have been engaged 
and committed in all the sessions and it has been a pleasure to work with everyone. With 
Christmas rapidly approaching we will be winding down the sessions in Flat 28 so nobody 
misses out on the Christmas festivities around school. 

We hope everyone has a fantastic time over Christmas but please remember to stay safe 
and wrap up warm when outside.  

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from The Pupil and Family       
Support Team   

Christmas poems by 

Taylor and Cerys 



Congratulations to Maisie and Ewan for winning the Christmas card design competition!  

7B—iPad fun! 

Following on from last half term, 7B have been using the IPads as part of a share event with 6S.  The Year 7s had been writing              

instructions for decorating a biscuit with a smiley face and chose to turn their instructions into an e-book using the ‘Book Creator’ app.  

They invited 6S to come and see if they were able to follow their instructions to successfully decorate a biscuit.  I am pleased to say that 

we had lots of very happy looking biscuits by the end of the afternoon! 

KS4 pupils win Young Environmentalist of the Year  

Pupils in KS4 at The Ashley School are celebrating after winning a prestigious award 
for their work in Horticulture. The pupils have been selected as the winners of the 
Young Environmentalist of the year 2014 award, announced at the Lowestoft and 
Waveney Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards, held at The Zest Rooms, 
Potter’s Leisure Resort, Hopton. 
The award recognises that our school actively involves and encourages students to 
be community involved, environmentally friendly and ensures that the school has 
its ‘green streak’ by doing its bit to recycle and improve surroundings for a greener 
future, and can involve anything from recycling, to energy conservation, to          
gardening projects. 
Y11 tutor, Mr McCallum, who accepted the award on behalf of the school, was full 
of praise for the staff and pupils alike. “I am extremely pleased because this award reflects the hard work and dedication of 
both students and staff alike. Most pupils really enjoy going out to the greenhouse to learn practical gardening skills and 
over the years they have been very ably assisted by a dedicated team of staff.”  
Horticulture is taught at The Ashley School as part of the KS4 vocational programme, which aims to help pupils gain City & 
Guilds qualifications. 

Christmas poems by 

Brandon and Rhys 

KS4 students enjoy visit to council chamber 
 
Six pupils from KS4 were invited to visit the Council Chamber at Lowestoft Town Hall on Tuesday 25th November. They had 
been asked to present a powerpoint document to local councillors, Waveney District Council officers and pupils and staff 
from four other local high schools. The aim of the meeting was to put forward the ideas from young people of the area  
regarding how best to develop a piece of waste land at the North Denes. The East of England Park project hopes to      
transform disused land by the old net-drying area into an inspiring and interesting place for locals and holidaymakers to 
visit. 
Mr McCallum said, “the pupils who attended, represented a wider group of pupils who had had an input to the project. We 
went to look at the land and came up with a range of ideas, from bird watching platforms to outdoor gym equipment to 
maritime visitor centre. The pupils who attended the meeting had to read aloud in front of a full room of adults and        
children, and I must say they did themselves proud. I was very happy with the way in which they performed.” 
Deputy Mayor Malcolm Cherry was very impressed with the standard of presentation, and presented each pupil with a   
certificate to say they had taken part. Councillor Bruce Provan praised all of the children for how seriously they had taken 
the project and for the wonderfully creative ideas that had been presented. 


