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KS3 Subjects and Topics Autumn Term 2018 
School Termly Themes: Hope and Friendship 

 

 
Subject area 

Topic Area/Learning intentions How you can help me at home. 

English Year 7 – 7M Miss McAvoy.   
We will begin the school year with an assessed piece of writing 
based on the young people’s own experiences over the summer 
holidays. This will allow us to complete an initial assessment of 
skills and plan lessons that will aid progress over time.  
As the term goes on, there will be units on poetry, writing 
instructions and eventually the young people will write their 
own books based on a theme using the book creator app on the 
I-pads.  
 
 
 
 

 

Year 7 – 7M Miss McAvoy.   
Read with me and sign my reading record three times a week at home.  
You could even ask me some of the questions that are stuck in the front of my 
reading book. 
Practise my spellings with me ready for my test each week. 
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English 

Continued 

Year 8 – 8M/R - Mrs Redrup.  
 
An assessed writing task entitled “The Best Day of my Holiday” 
will be completed by pupils. 
Autumn poems will be written with an emphasis on encouraging 
creative vocabulary. Pupils will read a variety of shape poems 
and create their own. 
A variety of myths will be read and pupils will write their own 
myths based on the website E2BN for World Book Day. They will 
learn new ICT skills such as inserting pictures, text wrapping, 
cropping and formatting. 
 
 
Year 9 - 9H/9R Miss McAvoy and Mrs Simpson 
We will begin the school year with an assessed piece of writing 
based on the young people’s own experiences over the summer 
holidays. This will allow us to complete an initial assessment of 
skills and plan lessons that will aid progress over time.  
As the term goes on, there will be units on character 
development, poetry and non-fiction texts and eventually the 
young people will write their own books based on a theme using 
the book creator app on the I-pads.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Read three times a week at home to receive a merit. 
Learn spellings for a weekly spelling test. 
Think about what you see, hear, smell and touch during autumn and write down 
a list of adjectives (describing words). 
Choose a subject e.g. the sun and write a list of adjectives describing the sun so 
that it is shaped like a sun. Look online to see many other examples. 
Go to your local Library and borrow a variety of myths. Prepare to discuss the 
plot, setting and characters in class. Find out the purpose of a myth. 
 
 
 
Year 9 - 9H/9R Miss McAvoy and Mrs Simpson 
Read with me and sign my reading record three times a week at home.  
You could even ask me some of the questions that are stuck in the front of my 
reading book. 
 
Practise my spellings with me ready for my test each week. 
Encourage me to explore texts other than my reading book i.e. newspapers, 
articles online, road signs etc. 
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Maths 
Year 7 - 7M – Miss McAvoy 
At the start of the year we begin with number, focussing on 
place value and recognising big and small numbers. We will 
learn pictorial and abstract methods of addition across a range 
of contexts and move onto subtraction after half term when we 
are more secure in number. Also, there will be short units on 
time, money, measure and statistics to help broaden our 
learning experiences.  
 
 
 
Year 8 – Mrs Hitcham  
  
All pupils will revisit and develop their number skills. Pupils will 
focus on place value and recognising odd and even numbers. 
After some work on addition and subtraction, we will look at 
being able to recognise coins and add and subtract amounts of 
money. We will also look at shorter units of work including time, 
measure and geometry.  
 
 
Year 9 – Mrs Hitcham 
 
Pupils in year 9 will begin the year by revisiting their number 
skills. They will be looking to partition numbers and have a solid 
understanding of place value. Pupils will learn strategies to 
enable them to add two two-digit numbers together and will 
improve their mental methods for subtraction. Pupils will also 
be completing short units in measure, time, geometry and 
statistics.  
 
 
 

 
Practice my 2x 5x and 10x tables at home both in and out of order. This is a skill 
that I must master by Easter in Year 7 so that my learning can continue to 
progress.  
Complete maths homework every two weeks and hand in with my name on 
completed on time.  
Ask me about numbers outside of school. Practise counting with me, doing simple 
addition and subtraction calculations on my fingers and recognising larger 
numbers written in figures and words.  
 
 
 
 
Talk with your child about the numbers and shapes that are around us, ‘What 
number does Nanny live at?’ ‘What number is that bus?’ ‘What shape is that 
window?’ ‘It’s 12 O’clock now, let’s have lunch!’.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Talk about the maths that is all around us, ‘What do you notice about these front 
door numbers?’ (are they all odd/even or going up in 2s). ‘Can you count out 6 
knives and forks for the table please?’. 
 
Practice counting objects and if your child feels able enough then practice 
counting and adding together different coins.  
Practice counting in 2s 5s and 10s.  
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Science 
Year 7M – Mrs Simpson   
 
 
Year 8R – Mrs Burton.  
We will begin the school year with a focus on biology. We will 
be learning about the main stages of human growth and 
development, from the development of a foetus in the womb 
through to old age. Pupils will learn about the changes that 
occur during puberty, describing any similarities and differences 
between male and females. 
 
Year 8M – Mrs Burton  
We will begin the school year with a focus on physics. We will 
be concentrating on ‘electricity’. Firstly, recapping on the 
dangers associated with mains electricity. Moving on to how 
electricity is generated in power stations. Pupils will construct a 
number of electrical circuits and learn how to accurately draw 
circuit diagrams using the correct symbols.  
 
 
Year 9 – Mrs Burton 
We will begin the school year with a chemistry focus. We will be 
learning about acids and alkalis. In small groups pupils make 
their own indicator using red cabbage, which in turn they use to 
test a number of different substances to determine if they 
either contain an acid or an alkali. Pupils will be given the 
opportunity to write their own methods, record results into 
tables and write conclusions based on the results found. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
To discuss at home the stages of development they have already gone through; 
infancy, childhood, possibly entering the stage of adolescence. What can they do 
now that they couldn’t do when they were a baby, a toddler etc.  
 
 
 
 
 
To discuss/make lists of all the appliances used at home that use electricity.  Do 
they use mains electricity or are they battery operated. Discuss how these items 
are used safely.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
To research how many different household items contain either an acid or an 
alkali i.e. vinegar – acetic acid. Discuss any similarities or differences between 
these substances. 
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Information 

Communication 

Technology [ICT] 

Year 7, 7M – Miss McAvoy  
 
In the first term we spend a lot of time getting used to using 
both the computers and the i-pads to complete simple tasks. 
We use Microsoft word to recognise symbols and letters on the 
keyboard and we explore the use of Microsoft Publisher in 
design to create posters for display around the school.  
 
 
Year 8 Mr Charlton   
 
In the first term, we will be learning to use the different 
functions within PowerPoint to make attractive and purposeful 
presentations. 
 
 
Year 9 Mr Charlton  
 
Understanding uses for Excel.  
We are looking at different uses of excel within working life and 
the functions within the program. 
 
 
  

 
 
Practise using a keyboard at home (pc, i-pad, mobile phone) to create upper and 
lower case letters.  
Use google to search for good examples of posters and explain why they are 
good.  
Access Lexia at home to improve my computer navigation (and literacy) skills.  
 
 
 
 
Look at different posters and presentations to recognise what makes them good 
to look at.  
 
 
 
 
 
Look at different ways that a computer may use information to make maths 
easier. E.g. shopping receipts. 

Humanities - 

Geography & 

History 

Year 7, 8 and 9 – Mr Deacon, Mrs Simpson 
 
Ancient Civilisations, pupils in KS3 will be learning about Ancient 
China and how life was at this time.  
 
 
After half term we will be learning about local rivers in the UK 
and the water cycle.  

 
 
You can help at home by searching on BBC/Primary History and looking at 
clothing and living at this time in history. You may choose to go to the local library 
to look at books showing ancient Chinese traditions. 
 
You can help at home by looking at Google maps to locate local and national 
rivers and maybe find some of the names for your child to remember. 
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Personal, Social 

and Health 

Education [PSHE] 

SEAL THEME – NEW BEGINNINGS 
 
All year groups will start the year looking at selecting the new 
class representative for the school council. 
 
Year 7/8: Pupils will be exploring the topics ‘Peer Pressure’, 
‘Media Influences’ and ‘Anti-bullying’ this term during their 
PSHE lessons. 
 
In Talkabout these pupils will be working on their self-esteem 
and self-awareness  
 
Year 9: Pupils will be looking at the units ‘Emotional Wellbeing’ 
and ‘Anti-bullying’ this term in their PSHE lessons. 
 
In Talkabout these pupils will be working on their body 
language, focusing on facial expressions, eye contact, distance 
and touch. 

Discussing issues raised in lessons will further deepen understanding.   
 
Anti-bullying week is 12-16 November 2018, the website below provides many 
activities and opportunities for discussion at home. 
www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk 
 
During conversation children should be encouraged to use appropriate eye 
contact, volume, and speak clearly without hesitation. 
 

Design Technology 

[DT] 

Mr Marland  
 
Year 7, 7M – 
 
Pupils are developing their skills in the workshop cutting wood. 
In year 7, we will focus on making a wooden plaque using their 
initials. 
 
 
Year 8 
 
Yr8 Are developing their skills in designing and in the workshop. 
We will design and make a novelty pen out of Acrylic 
 
 
Year 9 
 
Are developing their skills in the workshop as well as learning 
the basics about mechanisms making a mechanical toy 
 

 
 
 
 
Practice drawing your initials in bubble writing 
 
 
 
 
 
Think of a theme to base your pen design on. Needs to be a long shape that looks 
like something familiar. 
 
 
 
 
 
Have a look through: http://www.technologystudent.com/cams/camdex.htm 
 
 

http://www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/
http://www.technologystudent.com/cams/camdex.htm
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Food Technology 

[FT] 

Mrs George 
 
Year7 
Year 7 will be introduced to the Food Tech room through a 
range of activities designed to help them learn some of the rules 
and routines we follow. This will then lead on to a topic on fruit. 
We will learn about some different fruits, where they are grown 
and what they taste like. Pupils will have the opportunity to 
make a fruit salad and taste some more unusual fruits. 
 
 
Year 8 
 
Year 8 will be working on becoming more familiar with the Food 
Tech room and the rules and routines we follow. Hand washing 
will be a particular focus and we will consider some basic 
aspects of food hygiene. Pupils will 
then look at the Eatwell Guide and 
consider what constitutes a healthy 
and balanced diet. They will make a 
range of simple dishes using the 
Eatwell Guide as inspiration.  
 
 
Year 9 
 
Year 9 will be learning about food from around the world this 
term. We will look at traditional cuisines from other countries 
and taste some different flavours as well as cooking some 
simple dishes. Pupils will be building on their skills and working 
towards being more independent in lessons, using their own 
judgement to select the equipment needed for a task and 
considering how they would change a recipe in the future. 
 
 

 
  
 
At home, it would be helpful if your child can try to help with washing and drying 
up. This is a routine we follow every lesson and the more the pupils practice the 
better they will become. Also naming different kitchen equipment and knowing 
what it is used for will be a useful skill to work on.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
At home, it would be helpful if your child can try to help with washing and drying 
up. This is a routine we follow every lesson and the more the pupils practice the 
better they will become. Also naming different kitchen equipment and knowing 
what it is used for will be a useful skill to work on.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At home, it would be beneficial for pupils to get involved in some simple 
supervised cooking tasks. Pupils who help at home will feel increasingly confident 
to tackle different tasks in lessons due to that extra experience.  
 
 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj8rKvDmoXcAhUGchQKHaBJBCMQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.nhs.uk/tools/documents/eatwell/eatwell.html&psig=AOvVaw3rrc4aUtXbR02oVvkM3lpw&ust=1530785496426038
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Art Years 7,8 and 9 Ms Chambers 
 
Year 8 and 9 will be learning about 
the artist Hunderwasser. They will be 
experimenting with water colour 
paints and drawing building from 
different angles. 

. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
How you can help at home. Look up the art work of Hundertwasser so that you 
child can explain what they have been learning about, and then practice drawing 
wobbly buildings and trees in his style. 

Music Mrs Delf  
The first half of the Autumn term KS3 will look at learning the 
notes of the treble clef stave beginning with the space notes.  
Years 8 and 9 will also look at the duration of notes.  
 
Year 7: The second half of the term year 7 will look at 
composition and create simple sounds to add to simple poems 
and stories. 
 
Year 8, 8R: The second half of the term 8R will look at the 
rhythm of words in poetry. This will lead to composing simple 
melodies using the notation explored in the first half of the 
term. 
 
Year 8, 8M: The second half of the term year 8M will look at 
composition and accompaniment of songs. 
 
 
Year 9, 9H/9R: The second half of the term year 9 will learn 
about beat, syncopation, pitch and harmony. 

 
Encourage your child to listen to the sounds they hear around them from birds, to 
machinery, anything that makes a sound. Also encourage them to think about the 
rhythm of poems.  
 
Encourage your child to read simple poems and build up a rhythm while reading 
them aloud. Encourage your child to sing the words. 
 
 
 
Encourage your child to listen to music and songs thinking about the melody and 
the words of songs. Talk about the words of songs do they tell a story or are they 
just words? 
 
Encourage your child to listen to music and tap the beat and also watch dance 
videos to see how beat is used to create the dance. 
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Performing Arts 
Mr Marland, Mrs Simpson, Miss McAvoy, Ms Chambers, Mrs 
Delf 
 
Pupils may be taking part in the Christmas service or a 
celebration of their work along this theme in dance, drama or 
music. 
 

 
 
 
Please support and encourage pupils with any lines they have to learn or any 
dances they have to perform.  For the Christmas Celebration (at St Margaret’s 
Church) please feel free to attend. 

Beliefs and Values Years 7,8 and 9 - Ms Chambers 
 

Key Stage 3 will be learning about Judaism, looking at 
Jewish traditions, artefacts and 
their beliefs. 
 
Different year groups will build on 
their prior knowledge and learn 
about this religion. 
 
 
  
 

 

How you can help. Look online for a virtual tour of a synagogue or watch 
the video link (below) as this will enable pupils to talk to you about what 
they are learning.  
 
https://www.bbc.com/education/clips/z834wmn 
 

PE Years 7,8 and 9 
 
Pupils will be improving their skills in tag rugby and basketball, 
as well as enhancing their knowledge of rules and gameplay.  
This will be supported with the aid of small sided games and 
adapted multi skills activities.  Mr Deacon will be selecting some 
pupils to represent the school at the NCCSF Grand Prix Football 
League.  Pupils will also have the opportunity to attend 
lunchtime football and basketball clubs. 
 
 

 
 
Play tag rugby or football at home, in the park (dribbling, shooting or throwing 
and catching).  Join a community sports club to enhance skills further (Lowestoft 
and Yarmouth Rugby FC or Waveney FC).  Encourage pupils to go swimming at 
their local swimming pool.  Make healthy lifestyle choices at meal times. 

 

https://www.bbc.com/education/clips/z834wmn
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://trendprivemagazine.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/28f7e7d259552eeed9815dd6ed9165c0-key-stage-awesome-teachers.jpg-1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://trendprivemagazine.com/2018/01/06/judaism/&docid=-LsQsG1X3ZxZwM&tbnid=5gzSqkH0bGQYNM:&vet=10ahUKEwij6rj5nurbAhVKIcAKHaroBfUQMwiZAigZMBk..i&w=3945&h=2903&safe=strict&bih=879&biw=1807&q=judaism&ved=0ahUKEwij6rj5nurbAhVKIcAKHaroBfUQMwiZAigZMBk&iact=mrc&uact=8

