
KS2 Olympic Festival 

 Key Stage 2 pupils were treated to a fun afternoon of 
games and activities at the annual Olympic Festival.  TASAT 
Sports Leaders designed, organised and ran a wide variety 
of simple, yet fun events for pupils to complete for the 
occasion.  Pupils were placed into small teams and         
challenged themselves against each other accumulating 
points as they rotate around the carousel of activities.  
Great Britain were this year victors, who narrowly beat 
USA, Brazil and Germany.  Well done to the Sports Leaders 
who created an exceptionally fun and exciting event for 
the younger pupils. 

Primary Panathlon  

Seven pupils from Key Stage 2 were selected to represent the school at the Primary    
Panathlon Festival held at East Point Academy.  Pupils took part in a series of games and 
activities and were rewarded points for their efforts.  TASAT competed against six local 
mainstream and special schools to see who would be crowned this year’s winners.  Staff 
were delighted with our pupils who were exceptional on the day, finishing in 6th place 
overall.  Pupils were over the moon with their wonderful medals and brought back a 
framed certificate for the school trophy cabinet.  Well done! 

KS2 Sports Day  

The whole of Key Stage 2 came together for the annual Sports Day event on the TASAT field.  Over 
40 parents and carers attended again this year to watch their superstars take part in an energetic 
and fun afternoon.  Pupils took part in a carousel style event and competed against their peers in 
a multitude of games and activities.  Staff, pupils, parents and carers had a fantastic time and are 
already looking forward to next year’s event.  

Sports on the Beach  

The new Year 9 classes were treated to a trip to the seafront during transition week to take part in the Sports on the Beach event.  
Local organisers Sentinel hold this event every summer for all the local schools in Lowestoft and surrounding areas.  Yet again, this 
was a brilliant opportunity for the up-and-coming Year 9 pupils to bond with their new class mates.  Pupils took part in ultimate 
frisbee, tug of war and even got some excellent nutritional advice from One Life Suffolk.  Unfortunately the heavens opened      
towards the end of the event, therefore, staff and pupils had to retreat back to school earlier than planned.  Regardless of this, 
pupils and staff had a great morning on the beach in their new classes. 

Newsletter July 2017 
Welcome to The Ashley School Academy Trust July Newsletter. 

Visit our website at www.ashleyschool.co.uk  
Facebook: The Ashley-School Academy Trust or see   

https://www.facebook.com/The-Ashley-School-Academy-Trust-201492629958562/  
or Twitter: tas_ac or see  https://twitter.com/tas_ac 

Congratulations to all the cast of ‘Joseph’, all your 
hard work was rewarded with a fantastic audience.  
Thankyou to everyone who came to see the Key 
Stage 3 production.  
Ms Chambers 

Outreach  
We have had the opportunity to host a three day course focusing on the 
TALKABOUT programme (delivered by Alex Kelly Ltd.) This was offered to 
our mainstream colleagues as well as staff from The Ashley School.  
TALKABOUT runs throughout The Ashley School and provides strategies to 
develop self-esteem, social and relationship skills. Sessions are delivered 
weekly by our staff. The benefits of this support are hugely beneficial and 
pupils really enjoy the sessions. 
The Outreach Team offer the programme in mainstream settings as well as 
bespoke TALKABOUT work for mainstream pupils. Following the course, 
mainstream staff can share their knowledge with  colleagues and hopefully 
feel confident to begin their own groups. 

Well here we are, our final newsletter from 2016/2017; what an amazing year we have all had. 

July saw us welcome our new pupils for transition and give our current pupils tasters in preparation for the new year. We 

know some pupils find transition challenging but hopefully they all feel prepared having met new faces—staff and pupils. 

Please return the consent forms (at the back of the booklet sent out before transition) to the school office if you haven’t done so already. Thank you. 

It is with both sadness and excitement that we say goodbye to our Year 11s as they move to their next stage of education. 

We also are saying goodbye to four members of staff - Mrs Alder (KS4 Leader) retires, Mr Payne & Ms Chillman are off to 

train as teachers and Miss Langman will be supporting young adults to live independently with ‘Moving Up’. 

We wish them all every success with their new challenges. 

Speech and Language  
Lots of things are happening over the Summer holidays for the Speech and         
Language team! First of all , we would like to say a massive good luck to all the    
pupils who will be leaving us this Summer; we will miss you all and have enjoyed 
working with you in smiLE groups, speech sessions and language development over 
the years you have been here. 
Kelly Chillman will be leaving us this term to start her teacher training in a local 
primary school. We wish her the very best of luck in her new adventure and thank 
her for all the hard work and support she has given the pupils and staff during her 
two years at the school. 
We are really excited to be having a new member of the team in September,     
Donna Lister an LSA who has been at the school for the past six years, who is going 
to bring some excellent new skills and experience to the team.  
Finally, the Sensory Room in Flat 28 will be fitted in the first week of the holidays 
and we cannot wait to see what it’s going to be like. Emma is going to be busy 
planning lots of sensory activities for the pupils in the great new room we have 
been raising money for over the past year. 
We wish everybody a happy and safe Summer Holidays! 

https://www.facebook.com/The-Ashley-School-Academy-Trust-201492629958562/
https://twitter.com/tas_ac


KS3 had a great time during our transition days. We look forward to welcoming our new Year 7s in September, along with Miss 
McAvoy who will be the new Year 7 teacher.  We wish our Year 9s moving into KS4 the very best of luck!  
Some key stage changes: Ms Chambers and Mr Charlton will be our Year 9 teachers. Miss Berry and Mrs Burton will be moving up to 
KS4.  
Have a lovely Summer!  

Year 10 Progression Day 
Our Year 10 pupils enjoyed a day at East Coast College Lowestoft Campus on Friday 30th June. Some attended workshops of their 
choice throughout the day and managed amazingly well considering all the Year 10s in the area attended, so it was a busy day! The 
day gave the pupils a taste of college life and ideas for what they would like to work towards in the future. Well done Year 10! 
 
Work Experience 
Some of our Year 11s continued to enjoy taking part in work experience opportunities at a wide variety of placements including     
Leading Lives, Lowestoft and District Mencap Society at The Unity Centre, Sam’s Café, Saxmundham Angling and Carlton Colville     
Service Station.  This has given them an opportunity to experience the ‘world of work’ by being in a different place with different    
people and practising their life skills. Two of our Year 11s impressed the employers so much they have been offered a part-time job 
following their placements!  
 
Future Learning for Year 11  
Our Year 11 pupils have all had their interviews and visits for their various placements in September 2017. They should all be very 
proud of themselves! This year, our Year 11 are moving on to East Coast College (Lowestoft and Great Yarmouth Campuses), Easton 
and Otley college (Otley campus) and YMCA Training. We wish them well and hope they enjoy their time at their new place of       
learning. 
 
Mrs Holmes  

Performance of “Finding Nemo” 
 
Key Stage 2 pupils and staff put on a very successful production of “Finding Nemo”. The children sang and acted to fellow pupils on 
Tuesday 11th July and performed again to parents on Wednesday 12th July.  
Everyone had a good time and students and staff are looking forward to their next production at Christmas. 

Term Dates - 
 

Pupils return after the Summer Holidays on Wednesday 6th September.  
Residence and Link will begin on Monday 11th September 2017. 

Family Fun Night  
 
On the 30th June after days of beautiful summer evenings we held our summer Family Fun Night. To begin 
with it looked like it was going to be a wet evening…”booo”. But then to our surprise it stayed dry and 
warm. 
It was a good evening and fabulous to see all the families having fun. We had to keep a very watchful eye 
on the adults who found keeping to the rules a challenge!  
Everyone got into teams and like a mini Olympics we had team entries for many great countries.            
Congratulations to “Canada” who came first. A very well done to all of the other team/countries who    
participated.  Sausage and chips arrived and was enjoyed by all.  
Special thanks to Brenda Allen for her splendid efforts providing a raffle.  
Look out for more family fun evenings in the autumn term.  
Sam Bover and the PFS team  

Summer Activities Club August 2017 
 
The summer activity club for this year is now full. We are really looking forward to this year’s summer sessions. 
If you have booked sessions you should have received an invoice from school by now. So now is the time to make payment please.   
We will be looking for feedback from all the pupils taking part as well as parents and carers thoughts on how things went. So look out for 
our feedback questionnaire. We want to improve summer club each year.   
If you are booked into sessions please drop off and collect your young person at school reception. If they are staying all day remember to 
bring a packed lunch. Drinks and snack will be provided.  
So if you would like further information or have any questions please contact school. Thank you. Sam Bover. Tel 01502 565439 

Transition  
 
Since the beginning of May the PFS team have been very busy welcoming our new pupils and their parents/carers to The Ashley School 
Academy Trust. 
We started by inviting the new pupils to come and have a look around the school with their parents/carers to give them an insight into 
what life is like at The Ashley School Academy Trust. We gave them a transition booklet which included : pictures of the school, their new 
class rooms,  and staff. These booklets were all well received. One comment from a parent was that her son had taken the transition 
booklet into school and had shown his teacher and class mates where he was going in September, he was really excited about the days 
that he would be at ‘his new school’. We also arranged visits to the family homes to complete the paperwork with parents/carers.  
Then came the exciting bit Transition week;  
Key Stage 2 started on 4th July until 7th July. 
Key Stage 3 Started 6th July until 7th July. 
Without exception all of our new pupils thoroughly enjoyed these days, joining their new class mates and participating in some fun        
activities. Thank you to all of our existing pupils for making them feel welcome.  
We wish them well over the Summer Holiday’s and look forward to seeing them in September! 
Marion, Sam and Lee  
Pupil & Family Support Team. 

Online Safety Notice 
 
The following information is about an App that started in Russia a few years ago, it is unclear whether this App is real or just a story, 
however there are increasing reports that it is now being used across Europe and this is extremely concerning.   
WARNING - The Blue Whale Challenge 
The Blue Whale challenge is an App that instructs its participants to carry out increasingly dangerous tasks and self-harm over 50 days. 
Each participant is assigned an Administrator, the Administrator will then give the participant the challenges that they need to complete. 
The challenges start with fairly simple tasks, such as watching scary movies and listening to music that has been sent to them by the   
Administrator, however these challenges escalate to things such as walking on railway tracks, climbing onto rooftops, to cutting/self-
harming. The final challenge to complete the game is for the participant to commit suicide.  
Please be aware of what your child is playing and doing online. 
For further advice or support please contact: Lee Humphreys – Online Safety Lead on 01502 565439 or 07813631942. 


