
Food Technology  
 
Summer term is a busy time of year in the Food Tech room. Here is a flavour of what has been happening. 
 

Year 7 spent the earlier part of the summer term planning and baking for a class picnic. On the day of the 
picnic they made sandwiches, vegetable sticks and pink lemonade which they enjoyed with their own 
baked cheese straws and scones. The pupils worked brilliantly as a team and even had the energy left to do 
all the clearing up at the end! 
 

Year 8 have been trying their hand at a range of fresh and tasty summer dishes. They have made 
wraps, salads and even tested out their Jamie Oliver scrambled egg technique with impressive  
results! Pupils have begun to be more independent and some have shown a real creative flair 
which can be seen in the salad photographs. 
 
 

Year 9 visited Hillfield nursery in Haddiscoe to do some fruit picking last week. They 
managed to pick some tasty tayberries, redcurrants and blackcurrants in a beautiful  
sunny countryside setting. The behaviour of all pupils on the visits was exceptional and 
they even paid for their own fruit in the farm shop. 
 

 
 
Some of Year 10 were lucky enough to spend a Friday morning in June visiting Morrisons 
to do some pizza making. Pupils donned their chef hats and created some appealing flavour combinations. David’s 
“USA Fully Loaded” pizza was particularly impressive. Pupils then took the pizzas to be shrink wrapped and we had a 
tour of the store before being treated to a jam doughnut to give us the energy to return to school!  
 

Year 11 hosted their annual leavers coffee morning at the end of June. Pupils spent weeks baking batches of tasty 
goodies, which they then served on the day with teas and coffees to a range of staff whom pupils have worked with 
over the years. Lots of good feedback was given about their attentive hosting skills, and the gluten-free chocolate 
cakes were a big hit!  

Speech & Language  

The Speech Language and Communication team have had a fantastic year!! With the start of the Discovery 
Group; the refurbishment of Flat 28; the installation of the new Sensory Room; increasing Smile therapy for 
more pupils and having more schools interested in our work at The Ashley School, we have been working our 
socks off! 
We have been so impressed with our Total Communication group who, with their iPads to support                 
communication,  have been collecting orders; buying from the local bakery and then delivering to staff at school. 
They have exceeded our expectations and have shown a massive increase in functional skills, confidence and 
maturity - well done Matty, Luke and Casey, you should be so proud of your achievements! 
We’d also like to congratulate everyone who has taken part in Smile Therapy session this year. In total we have 
seen 19 pupils for at least two modules, showing a significant improvement in functional skills within the school 
and community. This half term, two groups have been working on one of the final modules ‘making a phone 
call’. This module has a lot of steps to remember but the groups were highly motivated by ordering a pizza on 
the final session!! Well done guys, we can’t wait to see all of the pupils for more therapy sessions in September!! 

E Safety 
Just a reminder to all that with the summer holidays upon us, I am sure that some of the children will be spending more time online 
with social media and gaming etc. Please remember to talk to your child/children to be aware of befriending people who they do not 
actually know, when accessing these online activities. If you are worried about this then please check your parental setting on your 
home broadband and/or your child’s online game console or mobile. If you are unsure how to do this then please take a look at the 
following website www.internetmatters.org it is full of great hints and tips, for the parental setting. Once on the website click on      
Controls, if you then scroll down you can then click on the relevant section you need. Have a safe summer. 
Lee Humphreys, PFS Team and Online Safety Lead 

Outdoor Education  

This term 9H have explored wild places around Lowestoft.  We have also joined in with 
team building games such as the spaghetti marshmallow tower and the paper holding 
game. 

Morrisons Quiet Hour  
From Saturday 21st July, Morrisons will launch their Quieter Hour, where they will create a calmer shopping environment between 9am 
and 10am every Saturday. They will make adjustments within stores to accommodate customers with enhanced needs.  

Newsletter July 2018 
Welcome to The Ashley School Academy Trust July Newsletter. 

Visit our website at www.ashleyschool.co.uk  
Facebook: The Ashley-School Academy Trust or see   

https://www.facebook.com/The-Ashley-School-Academy-Trust-201492629958562/  
or Twitter: tas_ac or see  https://twitter.com/tas_ac 

Sensory Room Opening!  
 

The Ashley School Academy Trust in Lowestoft is celebrating the official opening of its new Sensory Room with representatives from 
local businesses and individuals who helped raise over £18000 for this exciting addition to the schools facilities. Pupils will use the 
room to create a positive learning environment. 

Gold medal winning Paralympian Jessica Jane Applegate was guest of honor at the opening of the sensory room.  She praised the 
efforts of all the fundraisers in ensuring the school had a facility that would have such an impact on young people, both now and in 
the future. 

Sensory Learning is an instrumental part of the learning process for special needs pupils, providing another way to learn skills through 
sensory interaction. 

Andy McAvoy, Deputy Headteacher at the school said, ‘As an outstanding school we are constantly looking to enhance and improve 
our provision and the addition of such a wonderful facility will enrich yet further experiences and opportunities for our pupils.  We 
thank all those people and organisations that donated so generously.’ 

The speech and language team, led by Emma Wicks, began their fundraising journey in 2016 after using sensory circuits  successfully 
in school.  With the generosity of so many, the Sensory Room is now a reality that will provide an environment where pupils can   
remain calm  and relax, as well as a space for specialist interventions and counselling to take place.  

Transition 
 
The Pupil and Family Support Team would like to say a big congratulations to everyone who took part in Transition Week. All the  
pupils had a great time in their new classes, met their new teachers and also met the new pupils who will be joining us in September 
2018. All children settled in well and the week was enjoyed by all. The PFS Team want to say a massive thank you to everyone who 

Welcome to our final newsletter for 2017/2018 I know that you will enjoy reading all  about the fun and learning this month. 

We will end our term with a final celebratory assembly and saying ‘goodbye’ to Mr McAvoy, Mrs Trowbridge, Mrs Durrant, 

Mrs McAvoy, Mrs Pipe—who are retiring after a combined 86 years of working at the school; plus Mr Craft and Mr French. 

We wish them all every success with their new plans. 

Have a safe and super summer! 

http://www.internetmatters.org
https://www.facebook.com/The-Ashley-School-Academy-Trust-201492629958562/
https://twitter.com/tas_ac


Bottle top Art  
 

Key stage 3 have been working with Ms Chambers to create this 32foot long mural made from recycled materials.  
We used over 7,000 bottle tops, 50 crisp packets, 10 Easter egg foil wrappers, 50 straws, 20 pen lids and 100 old buttons! 
The mural depicts scenes from Oulton Broad and Lowestoft. The mural was commissioned by the Friends of Nicholas Everitt Park and 
will be unveiled at the park later in the summer. 
A big thank you to everyone who bought in bottle tops and crisp packets and a special thanks to Mrs Cross and her husband for the 
huge amount of bottle lids they supplied. 

KS2 went to Thrigby Hall wildlife park as part of our exit for the topic ‘From A to B,  Transport and Travel’.  We investigated 
how the animals might have  travelled from their original countries to the wildlife park.  Behaviour was excellent and a 
great day was had by us all! 

KS3 all visited Hundred River Farm this 
term to give them a greater understanding 
of farming and how to care for animals 
and the environment.  

Year 6 enjoyed a trip to Pleasurewood Hills as a reward for  

completing Year 6 before they move up to KS3.  

KS3 put on a wonderful 1990’s showcase, well done to everyone! 

Term Dates - 

Pupils break up for the summer holidays on Tuesday 24th July. Pupils will return in September on Thursday 6th September.  
 

Year 11 enjoyed a Graduation & Celebration evening on the 28th June to mark the end of their time at The Ashley School. 
We wish them the best of luck in the future and hope they enjoy their chosen colleges! Louise Holmes will catch up with 

them all in the new term.  

Transition Ambassadors 

As some of our Transition Ambassadors have now left the school we are hoping to recruit some new ambassadors for 2018-2019. 
The Transition Ambassadors support younger pupils in the school at times of transition and throughout the year. They also represent 
the school on occasions such as facilitating tours of the school for visitors. They receive training from Access Community Trust 
around developing their own self-confidence and self-esteem; giving information, advice and guidance to younger pupils;               
confidentiality, safeguarding and boundaries; delivering activities and team building. We have had a huge amount of interest in the 
new roles so our current Transition Ambassadors have been conducting ‘interviews’ and facilitating team games. This has proved 
another valuable experience for all involved. We hope to share news of our new Transition Ambassadors with the pupils by the end 
of term.  

Parents and Carers Get Together   
 

We had a really great representative at this month’s get together. It was really good to see so many new parents and 
carers. Thanks to everyone who supported them and offered advice. That is bound to help the new children and 
families in their transition to our school. Everyone also enjoyed having a guided tour of the Sensory Room.  
 

Here we are again at the end of another school year. We are very pleased to see how the Parents & Carers Get  
Together meetings have grown in popularity. We have said goodbye to some parents and carers as their young  
people have left the Ashley School to move on to the next educational adventure at college.  

We really hope that there will be more of you join us in September.  It is good to meet with so many of you. Sharing and hearing your 
thoughts about school and support for your families has been time well spent. Hopefully those who have attended have found the 
group useful, and feel like your ideas are being heard and are used to improve experiences for our young people.  
Next year the Get Together meetings will continue, dates to be advertised early next term.  We have many people who would like to 
come and share information. So, if you have not been before, then what’s stopping you dropping in for a cuppa and a chat? We are a 
friendly, informal group and everyone is welcome. We have carers, Mums and Dads from all key stages join us.  
 

Hopefully the sun will continue to shine during the summer break and you will have some fun filled days.  
 

Looking forward to seeing lots of you at our summer school activity week, which is looking to be filled with lots of fun.  
 

If you would like further information about the Get Together please contact school and ask to speak to Sam Bover. Thank you.  


