
World Book Day Report 2017 
 
World Book Day 2017 was celebrated on Thursday 23rd February by 
the pupils of The Ashley School Academy Trust. It was a chance to 
read for pleasure; make and share books; take part in activities from 
the World Book Day website and watch a theatre production of “The 
Greatest Fairy Tale Ever Told” by the Hobgoblin Theatre Company.  
 
 
 

There was a tremendous laughter from the audience when the whole school watched the adventures of Goldilocks, Cinderella, The 
Three Little Pigs and many other traditional fairy tales. As teachers had devised lessons to do with the traditional tales earlier in the 
week, pupils knew famous characters from a selection of fairy tales and it magically appealed to all age groups. Pupils enjoyed the 
exciting action and terrific performances of the actors; it was amazing how they learned all their lines! One Year 9 boy stated, “I 
liked the evil witch in Snow White because she was up to no good.” 
 
 Key stage 3 students had worked hard all term making their own books to share with Key stage 2 
pupils. There were myths from Year 8 and a selection of fiction and non- fiction written by the      
pupils. It is a real school tradition now to share books and some stories, from Year 9 children, were 
created on iPads with videos and exciting interactive features. It was great to see the two key stages 
reading together for pleasure. A Year 5 pupil reported,” I liked listening to the different books and 
reading the stories on iPads. The big children were kind and caring.” The book exchange is a project 
that has continued for many years. Older pupils remembered what it was like when they were in 
primary classes and took their part as role – models very seriously. Staff from the school also shared 
their favourite novels or non- fiction texts and there were posters across the school detailing why they liked their books and how 
reading has influenced their lives. 

 
The whole school really enjoyed the World Book Day lunch cooked by Margaret and her team and 
loved reading for pleasure throughout the morning. The menus were designed by Mrs McAvoy, 
our Library LSA, who also put up posters around the school and helped organise the day. One Year 
7 pupil commented, “The special menus were to do with books and they looked colourful.”  
 
The Ashley World Book Day was an excellent celebration of books and reading across the school. 
Pupils thoroughly enjoyed the exciting activities and responded very positively. Parents are        
supporting their children’s reading and continue to place orders with our Scholastic Book Club.  
Comments from families have been very favourable and we look forward to our celebration next 
year. 

 
Mrs Redrup, English Co-ordinator 

Speech and Language  
 
 This term we are running lots of smiLE  groups across the school. The programme aims to support children’s functional               
communication skills. Breaking down every day tasks,  (like entering a class room to give a message) into tiny steps, such as      
knocking on the door and standing in a good place. We find it a really effective therapy and have adapted the programme to reach 
as many pupils as possible.  We are particularly proud of David (6L) who has made huge progress on the  ‘how to play a game’    
programme, and Evan (5L) and Maxi  (6L), who have enjoyed  ‘playing a game at playtime’. 
It really has given us something to smiLe about….  
We would also like to say a huge well done to Ben in 5L who is working hard on his sounds and making terrific progress. Also, Matty 
in 8M did exceptionally well in our  iPad  pair. Well done boys!  
Ms Chillman  and Mrs Wicks. 

Newsletter February 2017 
Welcome to The Ashley School Academy Trust February Newsletter. 

Visit our website at www.ashleyschool.co.uk  
Facebook: The Ashley-School Academy Trust or see   

https://www.facebook.com/The-Ashley-School-Academy-Trust-201492629958562/  
or Twitter: tas_ac or see  https://twitter.com/tas_ac 

Parental Surveys 
 
We have sent home a NFER parent questionnaire with this newsletter. We 
would appreciate you completing this and sending it back to the school in 
the envelope provided.  
We have introduced this to enable us to monitor parent/carer views on 
many aspects of school activity. Whilst we endeavour to maintain an        
outstanding provision for our pupil’s education, we welcome constructive 
comments on what we do, both positive and negative. We will try to address 
all issues raised and discuss any concerns with you using this new method of 
formal feedback. Whilst surveys may be returned anonymously it would help 
us greatly, when looking at your comments and if you are raising any specific 
issues, if you could put your contact details and pupils’ name/class on the 
back of the survey form. Thank you. 

Art work created by Year 10 pupils 
 
Kacey made an ‘Underwater Wonderland’ 
scene in a box . She using flicked paint 
effects on the creatures inside. 
Jade created ‘A forest of Butterflies’ with 
card shapes and gel pen drawings. 
Pupils had to work out how to stand up or 
suspend the creatures and attach them at 
the correct height so everything can be 
seen. 
Both pieces of Boxed Art will be on      
display in the school reception area.  
Well done girls!  
Ms Chambers. 

PSHE 
 
Following a whole school survey last term, pupils in KS3 and KS4 have been discussing how to ensure everyone feels safe and comfortable 
in lessons and around school. Pupils have pledged to change one aspect of their behaviour to help with this. Some are working on using a 
calm, quiet voice as we have pupils who are very sensitive to loud noise; others are trying to move calmly rather than rushing up and 
down stairs and along corridors.  This work will be celebrated in assembly on March 16th.  
KS3 and KS4 pupils are studying different types of drugs in PSHE this half term. An important part of this is for pupils to learn what makes 
something “safe”, “risky” or “dangerous”. You can support your child by talking to them about these important concepts and what they 
are learning.  

Outreach  

January saw the first    
anniversary of The Ashley 
School Academy 
Trust  Outreach Team 
collaboratively working 
with The Priory Outreach 
Team in Bury St Edmunds 
(SENDAT)…and we had 
cake to celebrate! 
SENDAT continues to 
work in mainstream 
schools and Pupil Referral 
Units to provide support for children 
and staff.  The team based here at The 
Ashley School continue to develop staff 
training programmes and the lending 
library service for schools.   

Welcome to our February newsletter, I hope you enjoy reading about all our exciting activities,    
especially our World Book Day - remember to use your child's book voucher! 

https://www.facebook.com/The-Ashley-School-Academy-Trust-201492629958562/
https://twitter.com/tas_ac


Linking to our IPC topic ‘We are what we eat’, Key Stage 2 have had lots of fun on the IPC Entry Day. A tractor 
came into school for the children to look around and sit in. They also listened to the visitors talking about the 
farm. The groups also learnt about healthy snacks and made a fruit yoghurt . 

KS4 – Congratulations to Dylan in 10C for being January’s Star of the Month. Staff nominated him for “quietly getting on with whatever 
he is asked to do with a positive attitude, for being a great team worker, showing respect to staff and other pupils and keeping calm 
when there are problems.” 

Friendship issues – We have some pupils in KS4 who have ongoing problems with their social skills and as a result fall out with other  
pupils on a regular basis. We are tackling this problem in several ways: social skills groups every Monday morning to support the        
development of relationships, encouraging pupils to make choices which calm down a problem, including seeking staff help rather than 
doing something to make things worse, and removing pupils from social time (breaks and lunchtimes) if they continue to make other 
pupils feel unsafe and uncomfortable. We are keen to teach pupils to take responsibility for their behaviour towards others as being 
able to form positive relationships is a key skill for adult life. We hope you will support us with this.  

Year 11 pupils are now working hard to complete coursework, assessments and tests for their Entry Level and ,in some cases, GCSE   
qualifications. We have all been impressed with the positive and calm way they have all approached these challenges. 

Year 10 annual reviews are now underway. As well as looking at pupils’ progress in school, these meetings are also the start of planning 
for transition to college. Louise Holmes, our Transition Worker attached to the PFS team, will be attending these meetings to help pupils 
and families to prepare for this important stage of life. IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO ATTEND, PLEASE CONTACT THE SCHOOL IN ADVANCE 
AND WE WILL DO OUR BEST TO REARRANGE THE MEETING.  

KS4 pupils and staff are looking forward to the end of term reward trip to Harry Potter World on Thursday 30th March. There is currently 
a small group of pupils whose place is dependent on an improvement in their attitude and behaviour to learning in lessons. We hope 
they will make good choices and join us on the trip. 

Firstly, I would like to add a huge and sincere thank you to each parent and carer for supporting our pupils throughout the last half term, 
however short! I have been delighted to see so many of our pupils receive achievement awards, merit certificates and subject specific 
rewards and this is largely due to the support that they also receive at home. Our Year 8s will be having their Annual review                
appointments this ½ term. Year 7 and Year 9 will also have the opportunity to come into school to see Class Tutors and Support staff, a 
letter will follow shortly. 
Rehearsals for Snape, Dance East and ‘Joseph and his amazing Technicolor dream coat’ are going well. Many thanks to those who are 
helping our pupils to learn their words and encouraging practising routines. 
8M Lowestoft boat challenge – using recycled materials visits to Lowestoft college later in the term, more info to follow. 
 
A few parents have asked for ‘Topics’ in different subjects and how to help their child at home. 
If you wish to have more information, please feel free to ask your child’s tutor in the planner. 
 

Year 7 – Geography – Volcanoes 
                Science – Electricity 
Year 8 – Geography – Volcanoes 
    Science -  Space 
Year 9 – Geography – Volcanoes 
    Science -  forces  
     B and V - ceremonies of different religions 

Term Dates - 

Pupils break up for the Easter holidays on Friday 31st March and return to school on Tuesday 18th April.  
 

Attendance - 

A big well done to the following pupils who attained 95% to 100% attendance during last term! 

 

 

4P 

Billy Ray 
Lewis  
Eddie 
James  
Michael  
Leighton 

5L 

Ben 
George 
Max 
 

6L 

Gabrielle  
Kieran  
Eugene 
Liam 
Casey 
Oliver  
Maxi 
David 
Keelan 

7B 

Lacy May 
Alastair  
Sammy 
Rudi  
Chelsey  
Harrison 
 

8R 

Courtney 
Ben 
Eden 
Chloe  
Emily 
Ben 
Nathaniel 
Connor  
 

8M 

Harry 
Conor 
Nathan  
Harley 
Thomas 
Eoin 
Mia 
Matty 

9B 

Kieran 
Lewis 
Taylor 
Joshua  
Ewan 
Connor 
David 
Abi 
Cerys  
 

9S 

Joshua  
Tom 
Jackie 
Jack 

10C 

Filandra 
Aiden 
Shane 
Adam 
Jade 
Tommy 
Dylan 
Thomas 
Kacey 

10H 

Lucy 
Reece 
Jordan  
Luke 
Brandon  
Amee 
Mya 
Max 
Shannon 
 

11A 

Kyle 
Kieron 
Jack 
Gary  
Ellie 
Michael 
Nicholas 

11M 

Adam 
John 
Crystal 
David 
Callam 
Samuel  
John 
Lewis 
Daniel  

Parents and carers Get together group Beccles venue and At Ashley school  
 
Last month saw the first of our off—site Parents and Carers Get Together at Beccles, Butterflies Centre. We would like 
to welcome you to join us for the next off—site meeting which is Tuesday 28th March 1pm-2.45pm. It’s a good      
opportunity to meet with other parents, carers, grandparents and hear more about school. Maybe you have a great 
idea about how you would like to improve our school or maybe you know about some good things to do in the       
holidays. Perhaps you would just like to have a chat with some like minded people?  

The next Get Together at school will be on Monday 20th March 1pm- 2.45pm  
We will be having a visit from Louise Holmes, our in school transition worker. She will be available to talk about support and options for 
pupils moving from school to college.  
So, if you have not been before, then what’s stopping you dropping in for a cuppa and a chat? We are a friendly, informal group and 
everyone is welcome.  
Sam Bover  

Ashley School Academy Trust Family fun Bingo evening 
 
17th March (Friday)  
6.15pm for 6.30pm start.  
 
We would like to invite you to join us for a fun evening for all the family.  

Everyone is welcome. We will be playing a few relaxed games of Bingo with some fun prizes. There will also be an open mic section    
during the evening when anyone is welcome to entertain us all with a family friendly act.  
Bring your own drinks. Nibbles and glasses will be provided for you.  
There is a small fee to cover costs, £3 each or £10 for a group of up to 5 people.  
If you would like to join us please complete the reply slip on the letter (sent home with pupils last 
week) and return with payment to school before Friday the 10th March.    
Thank you. Sam Bover  

Future Leaders 

Congratulations to Crystal, Cerys, Callum and Kieron for completing the Future Leaders course run by Access Community Trust and 
achieving an Entry Level 3 qualification. This involved learning about communication, working as a team, making career choices and    
volunteering at Sam’s Café in Bevan Street East.  

Waveney Youth Council 

Josh S, Jack W and Jackie P attended a Waveney Youth Council meeting at East Point Academy alongside around 40 other young people 
and adults from other local schools and organisations. Our three pupils enjoyed the meeting and made some very valuable contributions 
in the discussions on local issues for youths. They were a credit to themselves and our school. 

College Open Events 
 

Lowestoft College have an Open Evening on Monday 6th March 5.15 -7.30 to have a look around, chat to staff and talk about courses 
available.  
Easton and Otley Colleges both have Course Advice Days on Saturday 18th March from 9am until 12. You can book a place or just go 
along on the day for a tour of their facilities, chat with staff and talk about courses. 


