
NCFC Grand Prix League  
 
The Norwich City Grand Prix Football League kicked off for another 
season with the school entering four teams.  Ashley United U16 Boys’ 
Team have got off to a flyer, winning all of their games.  This puts 
them securely at the top of their table.  Ashley United U16 Boys’ 
Team were up against it from the start, due to being a player down 
before the event and then losing another one to injury.  They ended 
up losing all their games, despite putting in some determined perfor-
mances.  The U14 Boys’ Team had a mixture of results, winning two, 
drawing one and losing two.  This puts them second place in their 
league with all to play for in the next two rounds.  The U16 Girls’ 
team played a mixture of games against Sidestrand School, winning 
all their games. 
Well done to all the pupils who took part and thank you to all staff for 
their support. 

  

Primary Boccia Tournament  
 
Ashley entered two teams into the very first Primary Boccia Tournament.  The event was held at 
the school and welcomed four other schools, from the local area, including Phoenix St Peters,     
Albert Pye, Roman Hill and Warren.  Jeffrey Hoey (School Games Organiser) ran the event with help 
from Ross Munro (Lowestoft Boccia Club) and our very own Year 10 and 11 Sports Leaders. 
Both Ashley teams did superbly throughout the event and finished in fifth and  tenth place.             
Congratulations to The Sports Leaders also who demonstrated excellent officiating skills. We will 
look to build on these within the Sports Leaders UK programme. 

Under 16s’ Boccia Tournament  
 
Five schools entered this year’s U16s’ Boccia tournament, consisting of 
Ormiston Denes, Warren, Pakefield, Sir John Leman and Ashley.  Each 
school entered two teams who competed in a round robin style event.  
Teams then went into a knock-out stage to decide this year’s winners.  
Both Ashley teams played exceptionally well throughout the event,        
finishing in fifth and seventh place.  Congratulations to Pakefield Team 1 
who were crowned 2016/17 champions.  Well done to our Year 10 and 11 
Sports Leaders, who once again, officiated superbly in the matches. 

Bingo Night  
 
On 25th November we held a family bingo    
evening at school. It was an opportunity for     
families and friends to come together for a bit of 
fun! It was great to see 57 people join us from 
many different families. 
The evening appeared to be a success with many 
of the children, and parents/carers requesting 
another similar event in the future.  

One carer sent the following text to us: “Just to say thank you all for a good night last 
Friday. I think it went really well, it was nice to see other families. I think they all seemed to enjoy it.”  
Thanks to all who supported on the night.  
Sam Bover and the PFS team  
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Children in Need 
 
On the 18th November The Ashley School once again supported the BBC Children in Need appeal. This is always a heart-warming   
occasion as our pupils support this charity with lots of enthusiasm. KS3 and KS4 pupils organised a wide range of games and           
competitions, funding the prizes with their own money or money given by parents and carers. Stalls included nail painting, a bring 
and buy sale, sweet-pong, book stall, skittles, name the chocolate and guess how many sweets in the jar, as well as many more.  
Pupils had been baking Pudsey biscuits earlier in the week with Mrs George and they sold out completely. Lots of pupils came in     
non-uniform or fancy dress which helped to boost the amount raised on the day. 
School Council are extremely pleased to announce that the total raised this year was a fantastic £509, which was promptly sent to the 
charity. A big well done to everybody who contributed. 
Mr J McCallum (Chair of School Council) 

Speech & Language  
 

Thank you to all the parents and carers that responded to our parent interview invitations. Due to the level of interest we have added 
a third date, Monday 9th January. We have sent home times and dates with pupils so please check their book bags and planners. We 
are very much looking forward to seeing you all.  
Our speech and language superstars this month are: Tom H in 8M, for giving 100% in therapy and making amazing progress with his “v” 
sound. Also, Ben D in 5L for working hard in his two sessions every week, which is helping his speech clarity. Finally,  for Luke F in 10H 
for a fantastic start to KS4. Luke is generalising the skills we practise in the sMile group in school and is a pleasure to speak to around 
school. Well done!! 

Outreach  
 

A busy term for the Outreach team so far. We continue to develop our drop-in sessions held in mainstream schools to work alongside 
staff to share best practice, resources and ideas for class support.  We have also attended the SENDCO Solution Circle meeting which 
is hosted by Beccles Primary Academy Trust each term.  It is always good to meet new SENCOs from other schools, share information 
and raise awareness about our service 
We are facilitating the TALKABOUT social skills programme in TASAT for Y6 children.  This will run until February and we are already 
seeing the benefits of working with a small group of children, focusing on the importance of body language, the way we talk and     
conversation skills.  The children look forward to their weekly groups. 
 

Welcome to our last Newsletter of 2016 

It has been an extremely busy half term with many activities within school and in our wider  

community. I hope you enjoy reading about the different activities our pupils have participated in. 

Have a fabulous and festive Christmas, remembering the joy of giving as well as receiving. 



We are currently looking forward to our bowling trip on Tuesday 13th December, which is a reward for all pupils who have shown      
consistently good learning behaviour through the term. Sadly, at the time of writing, there is a small number of pupils who may not be 
going because of the choices they have made. 
Congratulations to Tommy, who is our Star of the Month for November. He won the award for being a great role model to other      
students and for showing a positive attitude to everything he does. Well done, Tommy! 
Congratulations also go to pupils in 11Mc for the mature way they approached mock-interviews with Claire Henwood, Matt Stebbings, 
Rachel Tucker and Jo McCallum from Waveney Council and Setinel Leisure. The interviewers were very impressed with the attitude and 
politeness of our Year 11s and said they wished they’d had some real jobs to give them. Pupils were given some useful feedback as well 
as some useful evidence for their Foundation Learning work. 
 

We are also really proud of our Sports Leaders who continue to organise and run sports events for pupils from our school and other 
local schools. In addition, we now have several pupils doing Independent Travel Training and some about to start work experience at 
Sam’s Café in Lowestoft as part of their Future Leaders course. 
 

Annual Reviews for our Year 11s have been going on this half-term. The meetings include making plans for leaving school and moving 
on to college. Thank you to all the parents and carers who have supported their children and attended these important meetings. 
 

Finally, the Year 10s have made a great start to the Social Skills groups they have on a Monday morning. Hopefully they will develop the 
skills to make them confident communicators by the time they finish KS4. 
 

We wish all our pupils and their families a very happy Christmas and New Year. I would also like to say a huge thank you to our fabulous 
KS4 team of staff for all their hard work this term and to wish Mrs Hitcham and her husband all the very best for the birth of their baby. 
 

Alison Alder, KS4 Leader 

On Tuesday 6th December Key Stage 2 children performed their nativity, 

“Christmas with the Aliens”. All the children from the key stage had a part to play. 

The children have been busy over the past few weeks learning the new songs and 

practising their lines. The show was a great success and Key Stage 2 would like to 

thank all parents that supported the children in this performance.  

On Friday the key stage joined in the School Carol service at St. Margaret's Church where they 

took on the role of the nativity tableau. Again all the children took part in this event singing 

and providing a visual scene for our songs and readers. Well done Key Stage 2 we are proud of 

all your hard work this term. 

Well done to Key Stage 3 performing 

arts group for their dancing, singing 

and bell ringing at the School Carol 

Service at St. Margaret’s Church. 

What a lovely way to begin our 

Christmas      celebrations.  

Below, our KS3 dancers! 

Term Dates - 

Pupils break up for Christmas on Tuesday 20th December.  
They return to school on Thursday 5th January 2017 
 

Music 

It has been a very busy and exciting month in the music department with various opportunities for 
the pupils to experience something new and different. At the beginning of the month Key Stage 3 
enjoyed working with Ricky Tart using different music apps on the iPads. The pupils worked individu-
ally to create a piece of music that described a character from the tale of Red Riding Hood. The story 
was told to them by Ricky with the children adding effect with their compositions. I have carried this 
work on with the children over the past weeks and the pupils are creating some interesting pieces 
for themselves.  
 
Key Stage 2 have been exploring celebrations as part of their IPC topic which has given us a good 
reason to sing lots of celebration songs, some familiar and some new ones celebrating festivals of 
different countries and cultures. We have also had visits from Kim and Alfie from Aldeburgh Music 
and are continuing to learn new songs, where the children can create their own verses too. 
As part of this work Year 6 travelled to Snape Maltings to join in the Big Sing with other schools from 
Suffolk. This is an event that was set up to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the birth of Benjamin 
Britten, the founder of Aldeburgh Music. The children joined in with singing ten songs and especially 
enjoyed singing the two they had practised with Kim and Alfie in school. This was noted by the      
composer Jonathan Dove. Jonathan had written all the music for the Friday Afternoon songs this 
year. At the end of the performance the children were introduced to him. They were also introduced 
to Pete Letanka who had conducted the whole performance. The performance was streamed across 
the world via the internet and can be seen on the Friday Afternoon website. Unfortunately, we were 
not filmed but you can experience the sound of the voices of 800 children. 
 
The expressive arts group in Key Stage 4 have been researching The Royal Philharmonic Orchestra as 
part of their Arts Award work and on Friday 25th November five members of this group and three 
from the Key Stage 3 performing arts group went along to the Mariana Theatre in Lowestoft to 
watch the orchestra practise for their evening show. This was the third time this year that groups of 
students had been invited along to watch the orchestra rehearse and we have already booked to 
attend three more next year.  
The weeks leading up to Christmas give us an opportunity to enjoy practising traditional Christmas 
songs and carols ready for our pupils to entertain you at various events. Pupils from the Key Stage 3 
performing arts group have also been invited to go along to sing at The Oulton Broad Enterprise   
Carol Concert and to visit Manor Farm residential home in Kessingland and Barchester House in   
Oulton; events that bring much joy to all those who hear the children perform. I hope you will be 
able to support us in one of our Christmas events. Happy Christmas.  
Mrs. Delf 

Updates  
 
College Visits – we have enjoyed visits to Lowestoft, Great Yarmouth and Otley Colleges with some Year 11 pupils this term. This has 
given the pupils an opportunity to learn about college life and help them make choices about what they would like to study and 
where in September 2017. Some pupils and their parent/carers have already completed college applications following their Annual 
Review meetings this term.  
 

Pathways Evening – this was well attended and enjoyed by colleges and support providers as well as pupils and their parents/carers. 
Following the evening, many parent/carers said they found the opportunity to talk to colleges very reassuring. If you were unable to 
attend the evening but would like some information on colleges and other learning and support providers please contact me at the 
school. 
 

Future Leaders – since half term, some of the older pupils in Residence have been attending the Future Leaders course run by Access 
Community Trust. The course is intended to promote skills around communication, working in a team and planning as well as    
providing a work experience opportunity. It will lead to an Entry Level 3 qualification. 
 

Independent Travel Training – some of our Year 11 pupils are benefiting from Independent Travel Training with Allison McCowen. 
They are learning about personal safety, money skills, planning a journey and where to get help as well as using various forms of 
public transport with Allison’s support. Please contact me if you would like more information on this scheme which is commissioned 
by Suffolk County Council. 
 

Mrs L Holmes, KS4 Transition Support Worker 


